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Supervisor Frank J. Principi Tele-Town Hall Meeting
January 25, 2011

Questions and Answers

Q:  
What is Prince William County doing to help replace the loss of 775 commuter parking spaces at Potomac Mills Mall?

A:  
This loss of 775 parking spaces for slugs, commuters, carpoolers, vanpoolers, and bus passengers is of the highest priority to the Board of Supervisors.  The Board was informed by Potomac Mills Mall that they need this space to expand.  The County is working to assist commuters find alternative locations promptly.  One way this can be done is by better utilizing our existing spaces.  There are nearly 1,000 spaces not being used at 13 different lots in eastern Prince William County.  For example, the Route 123/95 Commuter Lot has 250 available spaces, the Kmart at Dale Blvd has 30 open spaces, and Bethel United Methodist Church has 70 spaces.  For additional information, visit www.prtctransit.org/myprtc.  

In the interim, we are also leasing spaces from private property owners. For a long term 
solution, the County will be constructing a new commuter lot on Telegraph Road, across from 
the existing Horner Road lot.  This lot will provide an additional 600 spaces for commuters.    
Q:  
What do you mean when you refer to mixed use development?

A: 
The North Woodbridge Town Center, which is already in the Master Plan is a great example.  It covers about 160 acres from Occoquan Road to the Occoquan River (between Interstate 95 and Route 1).  The North Woodbridge master plan anticipates 750,000 square feet of office space, 5,000 square feet of retail, a 260 room hotel and 3500 multi- family housing units.  The idea is to have a restaurant or a retail store on the first floor, office space on the second and third floors, and residential spaces above thus utilizing smart growth principles (vertical mixed use of newly constructed buildings). We want to allow people to live, work, and play in close proximity.  A mixed use development will include parks, open/green spaces, walking trails, government services, e.g., library, and other amenities. 

Q: 
What is the status of Harbor Station (Cherry Hill Peninsula on the Potomac River)?
A:
Harbor Station is one of the four town centers in our vision of a New Woodbridge.  Currently, 90% of the project has been approved by the Board of County Supervisors.  This area is designated mixed use and will include residential, commercial, retail, and recreational amenities.  It also has a Jack Nicholas golf course that is completed and is planned to open in 2012.  During the economic recession, the developer and investors suspended development due to the inability to finance the project during the national recession.  My efforts were to bring the two bank owners and the Court-appointed receiver together with senior county staff to ensure they paid their back taxes, paid the funds owed the county for staffing (proffers), renewed their performance bonds, and correct the environmental impacts of the site associated with its closure over the last 18-24 months.  

Recently, Wells Fargo and Wachovia Banks have put the entire development up for sale nationally.  If we are going to realize this as a town center, we want to maintain the whole parcel of land as one unit. We hope to see positive movement on this project as the economy continues to rebound. 

Q:  
Will there be any new slug lines, in addition to the re-routing of slug lines coming from DC?  

A: 
The Board of County Supervisors requested the DC City Council to address commuter concerns with the evening slug and bus lines on 14th Street.  As a result of these and other efforts, the City has acknowledged the slugging community and moved the slug and bus lines to 15th Street. 
Q: 
What is being done about the loitering on Route 1?
A:  
The day laborer situation is one of my major concerns in the Woodbridge District.  I agree with you that it is an eyesore and a safety hazard for our children, particularly for those who walk to Fred Lynn Middle School.  As this is privately owned property (Southland Corporation, 7-Eleven) and local government has no legal authority to enforce loitering or soliciting laws on the roadway, the only way to terminate the day labor site is to work with all of the area business owners to enforce trespassing laws on their property.  If we enforce trespassing laws, the day laborers may simply go to other nearby locations.  


As your Supervisor, I am working with local business owners, church leaders, police, and the County Attorney’s office to end the day labor site at the corner of Route 1 and PW Parkway.  
Q: 
 I live off of Route 1 by River Oaks and would love to have more sidewalks in my 
neighborhood.  What is the possibility of doing this?

A:  
As you look around the Woodbridge District, you will notice that there are an inadequate number of sidewalks in the neighborhoods and on Route 1.  In years past, the county did not build sidewalks along Route 1 and developers typically did not build sidewalks in our neighborhoods.  When I took office in 2008, I told developers that when they come forward with development projects for approval by the Board, they needed to ensure this type of infrastructure is proffered in the project. The Board subsequently changed our road construction standards to require a sidewalk and trail for all future road projects.  Going forward, we have to do this right at time of construction rather than after the fact given the price of property and construction.  
Q:  
How does the Board of Supervisors work?  So often, you all come up with unanimous decisions without discussion or debate.  The things that are said during Citizen Time never seem to make a difference.  Has there ever been a time when citizen input has mattered?
A:  
Yes, all of our decisions are based in large measure by citizen input and there are several options available to citizens to provide it.  For example, we provide Citizen Time during our meetings, and we take your telephone and email inquiries/comments.  There are several civic associations to join as well.  I rely on your input, county staff briefings and briefing books, civic association, and meetings with applicants, to form my decisions.  
Q:  
I live between Dumfries and Occoquan.  Are there plans for the additional widening Route 1 to relieve the congestion?
A:  
I also live on the eastern side of Route 1 too and sit in that same traffic as you, everyday.  Last year, we widened Route 1 at the Neabsco Creek Bridge and completed Neabsco Mills Road (between Dale Boulevard and Opitz).  Currently, VDOT is widening Interstate 95 from Occoquan Road to the Fairfax County Parkway.  The Board will soon announce the widening of Route 1 between Dale Boulevard and Featherstone Road (completed by 2015).  This is one of the projects from the 2006 Road Bond Referendum (approved by 82% of the voters).  Due to low construction costs and AAA credit rating, this seems the perfect time to begin the project.  

We have another road project underway to expand Route 1 between Mary’s Way and Annapolis Way (near the Occoquan River).  This project may also include the planned North Woodbridge Interchange (Route 1 & Route 123).  The North Woodbridge Interchange is estimated to cost $130 million dollars and has been on the books for two decades.    

Q:  
What is the status of the North Woodbridge interchange?  Will there be a VDOT Public 
Hearing?

A:  
VDOT has come forward with a new design for the Interchange and they will present it at a public hearing on March 24.  They will be able to provide you with the project design and you will be able to provide input.  We are currently $32 million short for Phase 1, and I am working with colleagues at the State and Federal level to come up with the needed funding to move forward.

Q:  
What are the large pipes along Blackburn Road?
A:  
The Prince William Water and Sewer Authority is laying new (blue) pipes through Rippon Park to ensure we have the needed capacity in the future for sewer infrastructure in this area.  Capacity is needed for new homes, new church, a new mixed use project (Neabsco Commons), the planned expansion of the Northern Virginia Community College, and Rippon Lodge.    

Q:  
What are we doing to increase our commuting options?
A:
Increasing our commuting options and reducing traffic gridlock is one of my top three priorities for NewWoodbridge.  While we need to grow the capacity of our PRTC bus service and Virginia Railway Express, we need to consider other alternatives.  One option the region is 
exploring is the launch of commuter ferry service from Woodbridge to Maryland and D.C.  We have completed a technical feasibility study and are about to conduct a market analysis.  The 
Northern Virginia Regional Commission has formed a Commuter Ferry Stakeholder Group to consider the feasibility and costs associated with this type of service.  Their next meeting is 
scheduled on March 3.

Q:  
I have a handicapped son.  Are there any plans to make Prince William parks more accessible?  One of my concerns is the trails at the parks.

A:
I know that there are handicapped parking spaces and access to the pool at Veterans Park, for example.  Maintenance staff clears the trail throughout the year to ensure that they are clear of debris and is accessible. The park is working with risk management to look for more ways to address the accessibility issues.  I invite your specific input to ensure your son can enjoy the park and trails too.
Q: 
We have a person in our neighborhood who uses a wheelchair.  What would it take to get VDOT to install signs to make speeders slow down?
A:  
VDOT does not post signs (except “Watch for Children” signs) in neighborhoods. Their thought is that some people might be offended by the signs and that nearly two in seven families have a member with some sort of disability.  If VDOT were to put a sign up in front of each home, the impact on drivers would diminish and the danger to the families would actually heighten.

Q:  
Are HOT lanes coming and what is the cost? 
A:  
The new proposed I-95 HOT lanes project will create approximately 29 miles of HOV/HOT lanes on I-95 from Garrisonville Road in Stafford County to the vicinity of Edsall Road on I-395 in Fairfax County. The new HOV/HOT lanes project will no longer include the originally planned construction of six miles of HOV/HOT lanes on I-395 in Alexandria or Arlington County or upgrades to key interchanges at Shirlington and Eads Street in Arlington County.  

Those lanes will continue to be restricted to HOV, transit, eligible hybrids and motorcycles during rush hours. However, VDOT is advancing plans to construct a new ramp at I-395 and Seminary Road for the Mark Center, concurrent with the HOV/HOT lanes project. The ramp will be open to HOV and transit only.  Construction on the ramp could begin as early as 2012. VDOT will also expand park-and-ride lots and fund other local transit improvements to maximize the benefit of the new HOV/HOT lanes network. VDOT has initiated an environmental review for the new HOV/HOT lanes project and expects to host citizen information meetings in late 2011 to provide residents and travelers detailed information on project plans. Construction could begin as early as the 2012 construction season and will take up to three years to complete.  

The estimated $1 billion project is being financed and constructed under Virginia’s Public-Private Transportation Act. The private sector is expected to contribute a majority of the project’s funding and financing, with support from a state contribution. VDOT expects to finalize a financial plan for the revised project later this year.   Construction of the 14-mile HOT lanes project on I-495 is more than 50 percent complete and the lanes will open to traffic by early 2013.   VDOT is also advancing studies to support the ultimate extension of HOV/HOT lanes on I-95 south of Route 610 into Spotsylvania County.  

Q:  
I would like to see North Woodbridge cleaned up.  Is there anything you can do?

A:  
Yes, I hold several community cleanups throughout the year in the Woodbridge District.  Last 
year our “2010 Initiative” was a huge success.  There were two aspects of the initiative.  The 
first was 20 activities that focused on revitalizing neighborhoods, enhancing economic 
development and improving transportation.  The second aspect was the removal or renewal of 
10 abandoned properties in the Woodbridge District. 
We did this to help clean up the community and to get more people involved to create a better sense of community. Blighted and abandoned properties are an eyesore, hurt property tax revenues, drain home values and expose the community to health and safety risks.  Instead of renovating or tearing down 10 blighted buildings, we worked with the community to do this at 18 properties.  We also held 8 community cleanups and 18 community events.

Q:  
A neighboring residence had a fire and it has not been cleaned up. There is tall grass and debris on the property. How can you help deal with neighborhood issues?

A: 
 The Department of Public Works, Neighborhood Services Division, enforces property code 
violations.  The Division will send a notice to the property owner in question to clean up their property.  While 95% of all violations are resolved voluntarily by property owners, some will end up in Court.  Please call the county at 703-792-7018 to report the situation.  You are always welcome to give me a call and I will follow-up.

Q:  
Why have you not given a tax break to senior citizens for their personal property taxes?

A:  
Currently, Prince William County does not have the option to do this.  We must first, be given 
the authority by the Virginia General Assembly to be able to do give personal property tax 
relief to senior citizens. There is a bill (SB 1073) sponsored by Senator Barker up for debate in 
the General Assembly that covers this topic.  Please consider supporting this legislation.  

Q:  
Has there been a decision on merit pay for county employees?
A:  
The budget process will begin shortly and I assure you that this will be one of the topics that will receive a lot of debate.  The County Executive will present the budget on February 15.   The tax rate will be set on March 1.  There will be budget work sessions and hearings in March and April.  The Budget will be adopted on April 26.  I will support a merit increase for all county employees.
Q:  
Why are we building more homes when there is so much overcrowding already?

A:  
We are continuing to build due to an increased demand for housing, especially since we know there will be many more families moving into the region due to the BRAC realignment.  This is going to increase our need for more mass transit options to ensure that the gridlock in the region is not worse in a few years.  Too, prior Boards have approved 10,000 additional homes for this District that there is nothing I can do to stop it.   

Q:  
What do you plan to do to keep the quality of life as it is currently?
A: 
 This is what the vision of a New Woodbridge is all about.  We need to improve our quality of life by creating jobs here, eliminating traffic gridlock, and protecting our home values.  This is my mission and I encourage you to join me on the civic association to help make this happen.
Q:  
Are there any plans for Metro to come to Woodbridge or Potomac Mills Mall?
A:  
The extension of the blue line from Springfield to Potomac Mills Mall is a part of the county’s Comprehensive Plan (Transportation Chapter).  This will be a long process as it will require many impact studies and a couple billion dollars to construct.  Virginia House Bill 2238, introduced in the General Assembly by Delegate Luke Torian, addresses the financing of such a project.  Please consider supporting this legislation in Richmond.
Q:  
Why are you not in favor of stricter illegal immigration laws like those proposed by Chairman 
Stewart?

A:  
I support strict illegal immigration laws, including the 287g Program, to protect law and order.  
Any illegal immigrant who breaks the law should be deported.  That said, the political rhetoric surrounding this issue is destroying our reputation across the Country, driving businesses away, and creating an ethnic gap that negatively impacts our minority populations.    

Q:  
What are the Mass transit options between Woodbridge and Fort Belvoir?

A: 
Currently there are no major transit options, which is one of the reasons that I am pushing for 
the implementation of a commuter ferry option that would in fact go from Woodbridge to Fort 
Belvoir.  This is something that needs to be addressed as part of the BRAC process.

Q:  
Why are we still paying taxes on personal property?  I thought Governor Gilmore got rid of the “car tax”

A:  
This has actually been debated year after year in the General Assembly since the plan originated.  Phasing out the “car tax” has failed every year due to the tremendous strain it places on the State budget.  It would cost the State over a billion dollars a year to phase it out. I suggest you contact your local State Senator or Delegate as they will vote on this issue in Richmond.  

Q:  
What is the status of a sidewalk on Opitz Blvd near the library?   
A:  
Construction of a sideway between Opitz Blvd and Potomac Library is part of a proffer for development of the land adjacent to the WAWA behind the Opitz Shopping Center.  It will not be built until the owners begin construction.  This has been delayed due to the downturn in the economy.
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